JUDITH BASIN COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
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REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 27, 2025

Present: Commissioner Hajenga
Commissioner McDonald
Commissioner Moore

Also present: Clerk & Recorder Amanda Kelly
Road/Bridge/Weed Supervisor Roger Riley

Commissioner McDonald moved to approve the August 27, 2025 Agenda, second, motion passed.
Commissioner McDonald moved to approve the August 20, 2025 Minutes, second, motion passed.

Commissioner McDonald moved to approve Mountain Avenue Bees, Airport Hanger Lease Agreement
for FY2025-26, second motion passed.

Commissioners participated in a phone conference with Pondera Commissioners Thomas Kuka, and
Zane Drishinski Pondera County DES Coordinator Corrine Rose, Pondera Co. Citizen Angela-Ontere
Otero, Roundup Monty Sealy, Central MT Water Zach Tomlinson and Sam Klepzig, JB County Citizen
Tucker Hughes, Judith Basin County Commissioners, Jim Moore, Don Hajenga and Cody McDonald, Clerk
& Recorder Amanda Kelly, County Attorney Joni Oja and Judith Basin Press Melody Montgomery.
Pondera County informed the group that on September 23rd there will be a Public Hearing in Pondera
Co. Topic will be the plan [potentially to dump 332 11.5 billion gallons of waste water into (2)
abandoned oil wells near Valier, MT; Jody Field #34-1 and #34-2. While initial permits will allow over
15 million barrels of waste to be injected over 10 years, language found in the well operator’s Permit
Applications states the “available storage volume within the aquifer exemption area is a probable
275.3 MMBBL” (over 11.5 billion gallons), AND “a facility life of 40 years”. These wells are
approximately 3400 and 3700 feet deep. Which could enter into the Madison aquifer which extends
from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. It was stated that there have not been DNRC documented studies
on the Madison Aquifer along the Rocky Mountain Front to accept this level of contaminated waste (all
indicators are pointing to this waste being whieh-is toxic, hazardous and corrosive) to see exactly what
is could or would do to our water supply. This waste is coming from MT Renewable and is currently
being shipped out of state to be treated, because MT does not have a treatment plant that can handle
the levels. It was also stated that the EPA (federal) is the agency that will provide approve the Madison
Aquifer Exemption and injection well permits the dumping-permit. JB County Attorney Joni Oja stated
that it sounds to her that time is short. That being said an environmental attorney and the court system
is probably your only chance to get this dumping stopped. *Ms. Angela Otero sent an email requesting
the minutes from the phone conference meeting be updated and or corrected with the bold and strike
thru items that have been added to the minutes as per official motion on October 8, 2025 JB County
Commissioner meeting. (email is attached to the October 8, 2025 minutes)
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Commissioner McDonald moved to extend the FY2025-26 Budget Hearing to September 3, 2025,
second, motion passed.

Commissioner McDonald moved to approve the Judith Basin County School Budgets (Hobson, Geyser
and Stanford) for FY2025-26, second, motion passed.

Commissioner McDonald signed letter to amend the Beacon Replacement Project cost.

Commissioner Moore signed a letter of support for Bridgemont Health & Wellness.

ATTESTED:
L,7,4 [ WZ;J«P OM/’M'& 6 (4 >
MISSIONER JAMES D MOORE CLERK & RECORDER AMANDAh(ELLY
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